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Nestled in a traditional neighbourhood 
amidst the towering skyline of Dubai is 
Hassan Sharif’s studio and home. As the 
‘founding father’ of Conceptual Emirati 
art prepares for his solo show, opening at 
Dubai’s Gallery Isabelle Van Den Eynde on 
17 November, we meet an artist whose 
practice and life are one and the same.

    Hassan 
             sHarif 
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STUDIO VISIT

I like to exhibit the 
tissue work upside 
down, so you can 
see the layers. If you 
cut it up, you can 
see lines, just like 
old trees.

This place is like 
a factory.

The function of tissue is to 
clean the face but you can’t 
clean your face with what 
I have done to this work. I 
like the contradiction.
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I don’t throw 
anything 
away. I use 
everything.

Shows are 
important for my 

art. I am not making 
art for myself. I am 

making art for 
the audience.

Photography by Rania Habib & Maria Mumtaz.
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There are 
works that are 

spontaneous with 
immediacy; while 

working at that 
time, I cannot 

tell my assistants 
what to do. I think 
it is only for me to 

know. But again all 
secrets must be  
revealed. There 

are no secrets.
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